Minutes of RSAI Council Meeting, Auqust 29, 2000, Barcelona, Spain

Flenary Address by MARSC President, Ann Markusen. Her
talk, entitled "Two frontiers for Riegional Science: regional
policy and interdisciplinary ressarch,” urged regional
scientists io play a larger and more visible role in policy
discussion and to recognize that regional sciencs expertiss
is needed bayond our traditicnal spheres of research.

The mestings wers held at the Midland Hotel situated just
one-half block from LaSalle Strest, in the heart of Chicago's
rencwned financial district. Paper sessions ran in blocks of
100 rinutes, with no more than 9 sessions concurrent on
gither Friday or Saturday. By the close of the conference on
late Saturday aftemoon, more than 270 persons had
regisiered with 30% hailing from oiher than Morth America.
The mestings also atiracted a sizzable student contingent.
The hotel it==f was in many respects an ideal venuwe. With
only ten rooms configurakde for conference activilies, ours'
was the anly major event scheduled in the hotel for those
thres days. Program participants and guests enjoyed
unopposad access to hotkel amenifies in an atmosphere
truly conducive 1o scholarly exchange.

The 2000 MNorth American mestings of the R5Al were
hosted by the Mid-Continent Regional Science Assaciation
and Marthern llinois Unhersity.

MIMUTES OF THE RSAI COUMCIL MEETIMNG,
BARCELOMA, SPAIM, AUGUST 28, 2000

Presant: Bade (ERSA), Badija (LOC), Batey (Immediate
Past President and ERSA), Cusdrado-Foura { Obssrnver],
Cizwhurst (Af-Large), Donaghy {Exscutive Director and Af-
Large), van Oiijk {Cbesrver), Fisher (Af-Large), Florax (PRS
Editor-in-Chief), Hewings (Vice President and MARSC),
Johamsson (ERSA) Kohno (President and PREZCO),
FParellada (L), Poot (PRS Pacific Editor), Cuigley
(FRECID), and Rossi (Af-Large). Regrets: Getis (Af-Lange),
Kilkenmy [At-Large), Rees (MARSC), Seranc-Yoreno
[FRSCO), and Stough (MARSC)

1. The meeting was called o order af 5015 AM by Presidsnt
Fahnz

2. The minutes of the Lugano meeling were acocepted as
distribut=d.

3. President's Report: On behalf of the Association, Kohno
thanked Parellada and Badija and the rest of the LOC for
their excellzntwork in organizing the Congress. Hethen
suggested that the Association may wish to considsr
establishing a new category of membership for states or
nations. He nofed that other scholary associations had
such a category of membership and that it seemed fo be
helgful in atracting substantial contributions from naticnal
science foundations. He observed that a changs o the
constiution of RSA] might be necessary o accommaodate
the introduction of such a memibership category

4 Report ofthe LOC: LCE Chair Parellada commented on
the program of the congress in general. He observed that
the level of parficipation was quite high with mors than 500

delegates and 350 papers. The Scientific Committes had
established parallel sessions within 2ach of the homoge-
necus themafic areas. Plenary sessions would e similar to
keynote lectures. The program had been revised 1o
account for discrepancies betwesn abstracis accepied and
papers received. He observed that it was not possible o
produce prior to the congress a CO-ROM with all papsrs,
simce some werz not available untl the congress was
underway. Parellada suggested that in future it may be
advisable to consider for incusion in the program only
completed papers submitted to the Soeniific Commities.
He alsz suggested that the EFAIMCS prize winnsr be
chosen from young investigators presenting papers atthe

COMgress.

Ciscussion: Cusdrado-Foura obsenved that few young
investigators had submitted papers for consideration of the
EPAIMNCE prize. Fischer suggestad that the paper s=lection
process might be timed fo coincide with the EQC mestings
and remarked that the paper selection process suggesied
oy Parellada went against past practices of European
congress program committzes. Dewhurst asked for opin-
ins from non-Eurcpeans. CGuigley discussed the WHEA
and PRSCC models of paper selection for programes, in
which only completed drafis of papsrs were considered
under the former and abstracts were considersd under the
latter. Bade suggested that the scientific committee might
consider disfinguishing bebtawssn invited and submitted
papsrs. Poot cbserved that to the extent one purpose of
congresses was 1o atiract neophyie scholars, the paper
selection process should reflect the fact that funding for
tranvel to congresses by such scholars is often withheld
unless they are on the program.  Bads reflected that it
might ke gocd to limit the number of submitted papers.
Johansson opined that the scientfic committee should ask
itself how it can accept a large number of submissions of
mixed quality but reward good contribufions in a positive
way. Hewings discussed the history of program develop-
ment 3t Morth American mestings. I the early days, the
‘samie old crowd' was invited back =ach year, but young
scholars were marginalized. He favors the requirement that
sveryone who presents a paper at Morth American (and
WREA) mestings must also discuss one. Fischer observed
that opinion on the use of discussants at European con-
gresses has moved between two poles in recent years. In
his opinion, it is good to have both a section chair and a
discussant. Cuadrado-Roura rernarked that, while the goal
af inclusivensss is laudable, there is potential for unaway
growth in program size. 5o the question is how to keep
congress programs manageable (in the sense of {aking up
nz more than three days' time). fohansson obsenved that
Hewings's remarks might be taken as a suggestion that
papers presented by youngsr scholars should be discussed
oy senior scholars acting as mentors. Heawings noted that
in fact this was what franspired at earhy-bird’ s=ssions at
Morth &merican meeiings, before papers by Ph.O. siudenis
oecame incorporated direcily in program sessions. Van Dijk
=tated that for him the biggest issues was how fo get the
LCHZs to organize meetings at all when some sections are
small and inactie.



5. Report ofthe Chair of the Long-Rangs Planning Sormmit-
t=e: Batey commented on the World Congress in Lugano,
noting that the LEPC was pleased with the venus, the sizs
of the program, and level of participation. The Founder's
Medal, which traditionally has been awarded at World
Congresses, was conferred on David Boyce imrecognition
of his many contributions to the development of Regional
Science. Baley observed that the Congress aftracted 87
new miembers o BS54 and that we must now work o retain
them. Reflecting also on the successiul international
symposium in South Africa in January, Batey suggesied
that scheduling international symposiums to fall betwesn
World Congresses, which are held every four years, mighi
be a goodidea. He noted that the LRPC would like i nail
down a dafe for a symposium in Brazil and suggested that
one or two arganizers of the Sowth African symposium bes
invited to Chicago to explare the option of putting on the
next World Congress in Sowth Africa.

Discussion: Dewhurst asked 1) if thers was any fall-back
position on World Congress sites, and 2) how new members
of RSAl were brought in at World Congresses. Batey
remarked that sites other than South Africa would be
considered for the next World Congress. Donaghy come-
rmenied that new members brough?t in st World Congresses
were encouraged to join a section, if one was organized in
the area they resided. Bade remarked that he had not
ocbserved anincreass in the German speaking section ater
the Lugamo conference. Rossi remarked that this was due
ta the fact that the new member list had not yet besn
passed on o RSAI headguariers. Hewings noted that
negaotiations on the Brazil symposium wers procesding and
that a one and cne-half day program, coincding with that of
ancthwer meeding, was under consideration. Rossi ocbsenved
that attendance at the Luganc World Congress by mors
young people from developing counfries could have been
funded. He urged Council fo appoint someons to solict
names of qualfied scholars, noting that the web-site
salicitation approach employed in Lugano did not succeed.
Bade opined that international symposia create anunrea-
sonable demand on scholars o produce papers. Poot
observed that participation at the recent PRZCO Institute in
Mexico Cily seemed to suffer from this demand. Batey
remarked that the EREZA Summer Institute in Turkey misy
also have suffered from the competing demand of ather
insfitutes. Om the other hand, Poot observed, the PRSCO
Instituie was reasonably successful and the hosting of a
larger FRECO Conference in Mexico is being discussed.
He noted that the instifuts featured simultansous franslation
and parallel fracks of paper presentations in English amd
Spanish. Cusdrado-Roura rermarked that English may not
be the appropriate conference languags in Latin America or
South America. Hewings chserved thatthe adoplion of
English a= an official confersnce language i= not mandsted
by the RSAl constitution.

Action: Kohno asked for and recsived Council's approval to
invite the organizers of the South African symiposium to the
next Council mesting in Chicago.

8. Report from the PRE Edifor-in-Chisf: Florax recapped the

migjor points of his report made to Councl in Lugano, He
nated that fourth issue of the current volume was in the
oroof-reading stage and that the issus would include
speeches by Batey and Boycs from the Founder's Medal
award ceremony. Submissions of manuscripts remain
=stable. Florax chserved that there were no clear procsdures
for replacing super-regicnal editors or altering the composi-
ticn of the joumal's editorial board. Appropnasts procedures
wiolld need to be discussed at 3 future Council mesting.

7. Report of the Exscutive Director: Donaghy reported that
the Association was in a good state of health and thanked
Riossi and his World Congress LOC for expanding the RESAI
membership base. He noted that the Papers in Regional
Soence continued to be shipped on a regular schedule but
that the August newsletier would be a litle late, dustoa
transition im editorship. He reported that about 35% of RSAI
memibers now received the newslefter in electronic format.
Donaghy reminded that Council that the dates of the next
three Council meetings wers Movember Sth at the MARSC
mesting in Chicago, July 1st at the PRSCO meeting in
Portland, and August 28th at the ERSA congress in Zagreb.

Ciscussion: Bade asked if the increase (from 50 o 55 FL5)
in membsrship dues and the increase (from 15 0 25 5US)
in per capitation fees collected at super-regional meetings,
approved by Coundil at the Lugano mesting, had been
discussed with EREA officers prior o Councils action.
Comaghy noted that, while determination of annual member-
ship dues and per capitation fees collected at super-regional
mestings came under the purview of R5AI Council, the
need foincrease operating revenuss via duss and per
capitation fees had been discussed at the Montreal Council
mesting {and recorded in the minwtes) priorto the Lugano
mesting at which action was taken. As the recorded
attendance confirms, EREZA's representatives to Council
were present at both the Montreal and Lugano mestings.

8. Mew business: Hewings reporied that he and David
Boyoe wers continuing to explore establishing cnteria for
recognizing Fellows of RS54l and that they would make a
report at the Chicago mesting. Poot encouraged councillors
to commit 2arky to the PRESCO mesting in Portland and
Cluigley noted that the WRSA web site had information on
the meefing.

8. There being no further business, the mesting was
adjourned at 11:07 A&

MINUTES OF THE RSAI COUNMCIL MEETING, CHICAZD,
MOWEMBER &, 2000

Present: Bads (EREZA), Batey (Immediate Fast President
and ERSA), Boyos (Archivist), Carbonneau (Assistant
Executive Director), Cuadrado-Roura (Obsenver), Dewhurst
{At-Larg=), Donaghy [Executive Director and Af-Large),
Esparza (Observer), Florax (PRS Editor-in-Chief), Getis (At-
Large), Gibson {Observer), Haynes {Observer), Hawings
{(Vice Presidant and MARSC), Higanao [Obsaneer),
Johansson (ERSA), Kilkenmy (At-Large), Fohno (President
and FRICO), Krmenec (Treasurer), Cuigley (PRSCO), Rees



